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LUKE ji. 25. 
Ap JESUS INCREASED IN WISDOM, AND 


STATURE, AND IN FAVOUR WITH GOD 
AND MAN, 


REAT numbers of perſons have, with- 

I out doubt, fincerely wiſhed that the 

hiſtory of our Saviour's youth had been more 
full and particular: and it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that ſuch a circumſtance would have 
been extremely agreeable to that curioſity 
which is im * in the human mind. It 
would furniſh a delightful entertainment to 
read the remarkable ſayings or actions of his 
infancy, to contemplate the progreſs of his 
knowledge, to learn the ſentiments of his 
neighbours concerning him, and to ſurvey 
the manner in which he was employed, before 
he entered upon his grand work. | 


B But, 


12 4 | 

- But, however pleafing this might be, the 
'rovidence of God hath ordered it otherwiſe, 
or valuable reaſons. The ſcriptures were 
not written to gratify an inquiſitive diſpoſition, 
but to promote our ſpiritual inſtruction, our 
inward holineſs, and our immortal felicity. 
In this view, it was proper for them to contain 
ſuch things only as were more immediately con- 
nected with the ſalvation of man; and, of 
courſe, chiefly to inſiſt on our Lord's publie 
miniſtry. The evidence of his divine autho- 
rity, the nature and deſign of his revelation, 
and ſuch of his tranſactions as had an intimate 
relation to the ſcheme of our redemption, were 
the affairs alone with which it was neceſſary for 
us to be acquainted: and had other matters 
been treated of, the ſacred volumes would 
have been enlarged to'a degree that would 
have rendered them leſs uſeful in themſelves, 
and leſs capable of being peruſed, digeſted, 
and remembered. oY 
But though. little is. ſaid of the early life 
of aur. great maſter, yet the little which is 
ſaid is enough to convince us that his cond 
was entirely excellent and engaging ; and that 
it. held out an admirable _ of the attain- 
ments and accompliſhments. which ſhoyld be 
zealouſly, recommended and enforced / upon 
thoſe who are in the days of their youth. To 
ſhew this, we have pitched upon the beautiful 
deſcriptian 2 of him by St. Luke, bat 
* be creaſed in wiſdom, and ftature, and in far 
* 2047 With God and man.” In treating upon 
theſe words we ſhall endeayour, 1 7 

by, 1 40 
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1. To point out the virtues which we may 
fuppoſe, entitled the bleſſed Jeſus to the cha- 
racter of the text; and which ſhould be poſ- 
ſeſſed by all young perſons, in order to their 
obtaining the ſame character. And,. 
II. Shall conclude with one or two practical 
remarks. : 
I. We ſhall. endeavour to point out the 
virtues which; we may fuppoſe, entitled the 
bleſſed Jeſus to the character of the text; and 
which ſhould be poſſeſſed by all young per- 
ſons, in order to their obtaining the ſame 
character 4 And, 3 
1. One of the virtues which, we may ſup- 
poſe, entitled the bleſſed Jeſus to the charac- 
ter of the text, was a regard to God in the 
whole of his behaviour. This is a virtue of 
eſſential importance, and very extenſive in 
its nature. It is; indeed, a virtue which is 
the proper foundation of every other attain- 
ment, and which, in its genuine influences 
and effects, includes all the graces of the ſpi- 
ritual life. How early this divine temper be- 
gan to diſplay itſelf in the Saviour, we might 
well eonclude from the account of the text, 
had we no other teſtimonies. For he would 
not ſo ſpeedily have advanced into ſuch pe- 
culiar favour with the ſupreme Being, unleſs 
he had been eminent for the devotion, obe- 
dience, and love which he maintained towards 
him. But our Lord's ſtaying at Jeruſalem, 
1 xeph and Mary had ſet out for Galilee, 
affords an extraordinary inſtance of the warmth 
af; the principle of piety that animated his 
| py | breaſt, 
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breaſt, and of the earneſt zeal which he had for 


the honour of God, when he was no mote than 
twelve years of age. Such was the delight 
which he took in-the ſacred entertainments of 
the temple, that he could not eaſily perſuade”. 
himſelf to depart from them: and when his 
mother expoſtulated with him, with all the 
tender anxiety and vehemence which are ſo. 
natural to a-parent's heart, his anſwer was, 
e How is it that ye ſought me, knew ye not 
« that I muſt be about my Father's buſineſs ? or, 
as fome would render the words, did ye not 
* know that I ought to be at my Father's 
« houſe?” Thus we ſee that the firſt exerciſe of 
his rational powers was in the ſervice, and for 
the honour of the «eternal Jehovah. © © 

This, too, is the manner in which all young 
perſons ſhould ſet out, in their paſſage 
through the world. The fear of the Lord is 
* the» beginning of wiſdom ;”* and, therefore, the 
fear of the Lord ſnould early take place in their 
minds, as the only principle that can guide 
them ſafe through the path of life, and lead 
them on to a glorious immortality. They 
ſnhould remernber their Creator in the days of their 
youth; remember him as a Being who is eter- 
nal, independent, the Maker, and Governor of 
the Univerſe; as that Being who hath an ab- 
ſolute right to their veneration, affection, obe- 
dience, and ſubmiſſion; as that Being who 
hath brought them into exiſtence, hath loaded 
them with kindneſſes, and is the ſource of 
all the happineſs they enjoy. 8 
l Den- r Vie eee 
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ſhould conſecrate their opening faculties to the 


great fountain of perfection and bliſs; and 
maintain a perpetual intercourſe with their 
heavenly Father, by praiſing him for his mer- 
cies; by ſceking to him for all needful ſup- 
lies, whether temporal or ſpiritual ; by loving 

is moſt holy name, and by complying with 
his commandments. Such a regard to the 
Almighty'as produces thefe excellent effects, 
is certainly one of the diſpoſitions by which 
young perſons ſhould grow up into the favour 
of God and man. How acceptable youthful 
piety is to God, is plain from the honourable 
mention that, in this view, is made of Joſiah 
and of Timothy ; and from that divine pro- 
miſe of religious wiſdom, Prov. viii. 17.“ Tee 


© that ſeek me early, ſhall find me.” Nor can 


we doubt but that youthful piety will be pro- 


portionably acceptable to good men. All 
thoſe who are themſelves the ſincere ſervants of 


Jehovah, will eſteem it a charming ſight 40 
behold the riſing age devoted to their Maker : 


nay, even the wicked cannot refrain from ac-- 
knowledging and admiring the beauty of ſuch 


à proſpect. 


2. Another of the attainments which, we 
may ſuppoſe, entitled the bleſſed Jeſus to the 


character of the text, was his great proficiency 


in valuable knowledge. That this proficiency - 


was prodigiouſly great, though he had not the 


advantages of aliberal education, is repreſented 


to us at large, in the account of his ſtaying at 


Jeruſalem before-mentioned. When Joſeph 


and Mary had returned to that. city,' they 


found 


[6] 
found him ſitting in the midſt of the teachers 
of the law, both hearing them, and aſking 
them queſtions. And we are expreſsly in- 
formed, that all who heard him were aſto- 
niſhed ; were in a tranſport of admiration, at 
his underſtanding and anſwers. Nor could 
even his parents, though better acquainted 
with the ſublimity of his genius, and the 
dawnings of heavenly light that appeared in 
him, avoid being ſtruck with wonder. Thathis 
advancement in knowledge was ſurprizing and 
uncommon, is evident from the repeated teſ- 
timonies of ſacred writ, Thus, in the text, 
we are told that he increaſed in wiſdom, as 
be increaſed in ſtature; and in the fortieth 
verſe of the chapter; we read that © tbe 
tc child grew, and waxed ſtrong in Spirit, filled 
c with wiſdom.” Indeed, we have reaſon to 
believe that he had peculiar communications 
from heaven, to aſſiſt him in the proſecution 
of theſe divine attainments. In this reſpec, 
as well as in others, the grace, the favour of 
God was upon him in an extraordinary man- 
ner. But notwithſtanding his being thus il- 
luminated from above in early life, yet that he 
was not willing to neglect the ordinary me- 
thods of acquiring inſtruction, is manifeſt from 
the inquines he propoſed to the doctors in the 
temple; one end of which undoubtedly was 
to obtain ſuch information in matters of im- 


nce, as theſe doctors were able to af- 
ord him. | | i &; 
And is not the example of the Saviour, in 
this reſpect, highly worthy to be imitated by 
ſuch as are in the days of their youth ? Though 
| young 
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| young perſons cannot have the ſame ſuperna- 
tural opportunities for knowledge which Jeſus 
had, yet their gracious Creator hath provided, 
in the common courſe of things, that all the 
knowledge may be obtained by them which 
is neceſſary to preſent and future happineſs. 
That we ſhould become acquainted with our 
Maker, with ourſelves, and with the concerns 
of an eternal world, is one grand purpoſe for 
which we were created; and conſequently, ſuch 
as are children in years, ſhould endeavour to 
be, as little as poſſible, children in under- 
ſtanding. Ignorance, in general, is the bane of 
human life; and in divine things it is parti- 
cularly hurtful; for it brings along with it 
not only temporal, but everlaſting infamy and 
ruin. Whereas it is a progreſſive improve- 
ment in the ſcience of ſpiritual and eternal ob- 
jects, which will diſtinguiſh us from the brutes, 
ive us an alliance with angels, and a reſem- 
lance to the divinity. It is a progreſſive im- 
vement in the ſcience of ſpiritual and eter- 
nal objects which will adorn, direct, and bleſs, 
the life of man; render us valuable members 
of ſociety, and train us up for immortality: 
Now, the ſooner young perſons ſeek after hea- 
venly wiſdom, the greater advances they wilt 
make init, and a ſurer foundation will be laid 
for their ſubſtantial honour and felicity. 
Should not therefore, the youthful part of 
mankind open their cars betimes to the voice 
of inſtruction, that they may join with the 
increaſe of age an increaſe of © favour with 
God and man? Muſt it not be peculiarly 


agree- 


11 

agreeable to the Father of lights, when his in- 
telligent offspring, apply to that early cultiva- 
tion of their rational faculties which ſhall ren- 
der them, in ſome meaſure, like to himſelf ? 
Andwillnot the lovers of goodneſs be delighted 
when they behold the riſing generation ear- 
neſtly enquiring for the path of truth, duty, 
and eternal happineſs? _ 

3. Another of the virtues which, we may 
fuppoſe, entitled the bleſſed Jeſus to the cha- 
racter of the text, was his obedience to his 
parents. That he was obedient to his. pa- 
rents, we are expreſsly told in the preceding 

verſe; and the Evangeliſt appears to have 
: mentioned it on purpoſe to-remove any doubt 
that might, in this view, lie upon the mind, 
on account of what had been recorded juſt 
before. It might, perhaps, have been ſur- 
miſed, that our Saviour's ſtay in Jeruſalem, and 
his anſwer to his mother, when ſhe found him 
in the temple, were not entirely conſiſtent 
with the reverence which was due to her. 
But St. Luke takes away the ground of any 
ſuſpicion of that kind, by informing us that 
our Lord went down with, Joſeph and Mary, 
and came to Nazareth, and was ſubje& unto 
them. His tamying behind was, perhaps, 
done by a ſuperior direction; and when he 
had performed his heavenly Father's will, he 
returned to that regular. courſe of ſubmiſſion 
which he always exerciſed towards his earthly 
parents. As he was obedient to them du- 
ring his childhood and Ege ſo, when he ar- 
rived to mature age, he did not omit every 
proper inſtance of reſpect. This is 8 
| yy 
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larly evident from his dying recommendation 
of his mother, to his beloved diſciple, St. 
John; in conſequence of which that amiable 
Apoſtle immediately took her to his own 
houſe, and, in conformity to his divine maſ- 
ter's affecting intimation, behaved to her as 
a ſon. | | 

Jam not inſenſible that there ſeems to be 
ſomething harſh in the anſwer which Chriſt 
gave to Mary, when they were preſent together 
at the marriage of Cana in Galilee ; ©* Woman, 
&« what have I to do with thee ? mine hour is not 
ce yet come.” But this harſhneſs only ariſes from 
the different methods of addreſs which pre- 


vailed in former times. For the word, Wo- 
man, in the ancient countries and ages, was 


frequently addrefled to Ladies of the higheſt 
diſtinction and quality. We find our Saviour 
making uſe of it in his dying recommendation 
juſt — to, Woman bebold thy Son: and 
that, we are ſure, was a time when he treated 
his mother with the utmoſt tenderneſs and re- 
gard; As to another expreſſion in his anſwer, 
what have I to do with thee? It might as well 
be rendered, what haſt thou to do with me; 
and is no more than a gentle rebuke to Mary, 


for preſcribing to him in the exerciſe of his 


miracles ; which was certainly a matter where- 
in ſhe had not the leaſt right to interpoſe. 
If then, the bleſſed Jeſus, who was con- 
ceived, in an extraordinary manner, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, and who was pe- 
culiarly the Son of the moſt High God, con- 


deſcended to obey not the virgin alone, who 


Was 
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was inſtrumental of bringing him into the 
world, but even Joſeph who was only his re- 
puted father, ought not the ſame temper and 
conduct to be conſidered as abſolutely incum- 
bent upon all young perſons? The ties of _ 
to our parents are particularly ſtrong and af- 
fecting. Our parents derive a right to our 
ſubmiſſion from their having been the means 
of introducing us into life: but this right is 
abundantly enforced by the care they have. 
taken of us, and the bleſſings they have 
poured upon oyr heads, It would not be 
ealy to expreſs the anxious concern that re- 
fides in a father and a mother's breaſt, for the 
preſervation and welfare of their offspring, 
It would not be eaſy to expreſs the tenderneſs 
they manifeſt for their children, the pains 
they go through to make them happy, and 
the mighty benefits they confer upon them in 
the courſe of their education. Indeed, ſo 
vaſt are our obligations to the terreſtrial] au- 
thors of our exiſtence, that not to revere 
them would be quite unnatural; and thoſe 
who can treat them with ingratitude, diſobe- 
dience, and contempt, are monſters of the 
worſt kind. Nay, the pert forwardneſs of 
ſome who are not otherwiſe, it may be, very 
undutiful, is extremely diſagreeable to a de- 
licate and thinking mind. Nothing can more 
recommend the riſing generation to the eſteem 
of mankind in general, and to the regard of 
the wiſe and good in particular, than their 
being early diſtinguiſhed by a reſpectful, af- 
fectionate, and ſubmiſſive behayiour _—_— 

their 


1 
their parents: and that ſucha behaviour is equally 
acceptable to our great Creator, is fully proved 


by the fifth commandment, which is the anly 
one that hath an immediate promiſe of the 


divine temporal favour. The ſame precept 


is renewed and re-enforced by our Lord him- 
ſelf; who, in ſo doing, hath added his high 
authority to his excellent and amiable 
example. 

4. Another of the virtues which, we may 
ſuppoſe, entitled the bleſſed Jeſus to the cha- 
racter of the text, was his diligence. Not- 
withſtanding his heavenly original, he appears 


to have embraced the trade of his reputed fa- 


ther, and to have been an artificer; whether in 
wood, or ſome other material, is not per- 
haps, abſolutely certain; though it is moſt 
probable, from the general uſe of the original 
term in Greek writers, that it was in wood. 
By this trade, whatever it was, he did, in all 
likelihood, provide for his ſupport ; and it is 
reaſonable to believe that he continued in it 
till near the time of his public miniſtry. - 
Now, what a noble pattern of laudable in- 
duſtry, did our Saviour, by ſuch a conduct, 
afford ! If Chriſt did not think mechanical la- 
bour beneath him, much leſs ſhould we grudge 
ſome degree of toil, who cannot, without it, 
properly diſcharge the part allotted us in life 
No ranks or conditions of men are to be 
exempted from diligence, in one ſhape or 
other: for without the exertion of it the rich 
and the great would be as little able to per- 
form the duty that lies upon them, as thoſe who 
| CS. are 
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are in the meaneſt circumſtances. It is not 
only requiſite to our temporal ſubſiſtence 
and accommodation, but it 1s abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, likewiſe, to the cultivation of our 
minds, our general uſefulneſs in the world, 
and our advancement in piety and univerſal 
goodneſs. On the contrary, is not idleneſs 
the parent of poverty, the bane of every 
thing rational, manly, and ſocial; the inlet to 
temptation, and the ſource of evil thoughts, 
and evil actions? Young perſons, therefore, 
ſhould early cultivate that habit of induſtry 
on. which their prefent and eternal welfare 
depends. They ſhould engage in an earneſt 
proſecution of the various purpoſes of life, 
and an ardent purſuit of the grand end of their 
being. Thus will they become qualified for 
the approbation, the confidence, the favour 
of the valuable part of mankind; and thus 
will they pleaſe that God who did not intend 
that our faculties ſnould be buried in ſloth; 
but who gave them to be actively employed for 
our own advantage, for the benefit of our 
fellow creatures, and for the honour of our 
Maker. Pools of ſtanding water ſoon grow 
corrupt, offenſive, and unwholſome ; whereas 


the running ſtream continues clear, and pure, 


and healthful. 

5. The humility and modeſty of Jeſus were 
among the virtues which we may ſuppoſe, 
entitled him to the character of the text; and 
which ſhould be poſſeſſed by young perſons in 
general, in order to their obtaining the ſame 


character, Such was the condeſcenſion of our 
Lord, 
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Lord, that he appeared in a mean ſtation of 
life; and when he was found in this condition, 
his conduct was entirely ſuited to it; for he 
was meek and lowly in heart. He claimed 
none of the prerogatives that were naturally 
due to his high dignity; but became the ſer- 
vant of all. Though he was the great, the 
promiſed Meſſiah, he led his youth in privacy, 
and made no pretences to diſtinction. Nor 
have we any reaſon to doubt but that his mo- 
deſty was equal to his humility. When he 
had entered upon his public miniſtry, when 
miracles attended his voice, when he was ſur- 
rounded with applauding multitudes, we find 
nothing vain, nothing aſſuming, in his beha- 
viour. May we not, therefore, be well aſ- 
ſured that he poſſeſſed the ſame diſpoſition, 
before he appeared on the ſtage of open action? 
Perhaps, his conduct in the temple, when he 
was about twelve years old, may be thought 
inconſiſtent with what has been ſaid: but it 
will not be deemed ſo, when that affair is 
rightly conſidered. For as to his hearing the 
Doctors, and aſking them queſtions, there 
ſeems to be no more in it than what was cuſ- 
tomary. It was the deſign of theſe meetings 
that the teachers of the law ſhould give in- 
ſtruction to ſuch as deſired it; and, therefore, 
every one had a liberty to ſeek for information, 
and to propoſe his doubts. Our Saviour did 
not go up unto the ſeats of the preceptors, and 
diſpute with them, as is often imagined, but 
ſat at their feet as a learner: ſo that the whole 


affair was tranſacted with the utmoſt decency. 
And 


US 

And did Chriſt, though in himſelf ſo rich, 
condeſcend to become poor upon our ac- 
count? Was he ſo lowly, ſo humble, fo unaſ- 
fuming ? What a lovely pattern, then, hath he 
given to young perſons! They, ſurely, have 
abundant reaſon for humility and modeſty, be- 
cauſe they know ſo little of themſelves, of 
mankind, and of things in general. As youth 
mult of neceſſity be greatly deficient in wif- 
dom and experience, there 1s a particular im- 
propriety in their being haughty, proud, and 
vain. They ſhould, therefore, poſſeſs humi- 
lity and modeſty of mind, if they would ex- 
cel in qualities which are allowed by all to be 
_ peculiarly amiable and becoming. We gene- 

rally and juſtly preſume that where theſe virtues 
exiſt, there is merit. And though it may 
ſometimes happen that ſuch as have, otherwiſe, 
great accompliſhments, are not without a 
conſiderable tincture of vanity and ſelf con- 
ceit, yet this circumſtance is a degradation of 
their characters; and, upon the whole, it will 
be found that humility and modeſty are the 
ſureſt reſts of worth and goodneſs. That theſe 
attainments are as agreeable to God as they 
are to man, is plain from the reaſon of things, 
and from the expreſs declarations of ſcripture ; 
which informs us that he reſiſteth the proud, 
but giveth grace, or favour, to the humble. 

6. Another of the virtues which, we may 
ſuppoſe, entitled the bleſſed Jeſus to the cha- 
racter of the text, was his integrity. With 
what ſteadineſs our Saviour purſued the work 
which the Almighty had appointed him to 

: per- 


* 


| ( 15 J 

orm, and adhered to truth, though he was 
oppoſed by the malice of his inveterate ene- 
mies, is eyident from his whole hiſtory, And 
that this diſpoſition. prevailed in him betimes, 
may be collected from his converſation with 
the doctors in the temple. For it is probable, 
among other things, that he modeſtly inſinu- 
ated ſome objections to their traditions, and 
their falſe interpretations of the law. He was 
then about his heavenly father's buſineſs ; 
and when that was the caſe, nothing could di- 
vert him from the courſe of his duty. When 
the cauſe of God, when the intereſts of reli- 
gion, when the inſtruction and happineſs of 
immortal Beings were in queſtion, no venera- 
tion for eſtabliſhed names and opinions could 
allure him, no power of the mighty could 
terrify him from declaring and acting what 

was right, | 
need not ſay how becoming ſuch a temper 
as this is in young people. A fervent affec- 
tion for, and an invariable regard to truth, in 
all their words, and all their actions, is one of 
the firſt things which ſhould be deeply impreſ- 
ſed upon their minds. A violation of truth 
debaſes our rational nature, expoſes us to 
contempt, overturns the baſis of ſocial peace 
and order, and muſt be highly diſagreeable to 
that Being who hates every falſe way. On the 
contrary, an inflexible regard to it affords a 
ſolid and inward ſatisfaction, obtains an ho- 
nourable reputation in the world, and recom- 
mends us to that God whoſe veracity and rec- 
titude can neyer fail, If, therefore, the riſing 
gene- 
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3 would lay a juſt foundation for the 
vour of men, and, above all, for the favour 
of the eternal Deity, they ſhould have their 
converſation in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, 
and be, like Nathaniel, Mraelites indeed, in 
whom there is no guile. | 
7. Another of the virtues which, we may 
ſuppoſe, entitled the bleſſed Jefus to the cha- 
racter of the text, was his moderation. By 
moderation I here underſtand the whole ma- 
nagement of our appetites and deſires; as in- 
cluding temperance and chaſtity, with regard 
to ſenſual gratifications; contentment with 
reſpect to the diſpenſations of providence; and 
meekneſs with reference to the government of 
our paſſions of anger and revenge. Now, 
muſt not that Saviour, who ſubmitted to a 
mean condition in life, who endured the 
greateſt afflictions without a repining word, 
who, when he was reviled, reviled not again, 
when be ſuffered,” threatened not; have poſſeſſed 
moderation in the moſt extenſive ſenſe of the 
word, and in the higheſt degree ? If we ſearch 
his hiſtory with the utmoſt exactneſs, we ſhall 
find nothing that leads to exceſs, nothing wan-- 
ton, nothing uneaſy, nothing boiſterous in his 
temper wary ar" On the contrary, ſhall 
we not meet with the ſtricteſt abſtinence and 
ſelf denial, the moſt unreſerved acquieſcence 
in the determinations of his heavenly Father, 
and the moſt conſummate patience and gen- 
tleneſs under all the calumnies and injuries of 
his enemies? Such magnanimity of mind, as 
this was, muſt certainly have had its founda- 
tion 
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tion in the early part of his life; and it is of 
abſolute importance that youth, in general, 
ſhould begin in the ſame manner. On 


the regulation of their deſires, the true 


excellence of their characters, and their real 
happineſs eſſentially depend. And unleſs this 
regulation takes place in them betimes, they 
will become the ſlaves of appetite and paſſion, 
than which there cannot be a more ignomini- 
ous, a more deteſtable, or a more wretched 
ſlavery. Young perſons, therefore, ſhould 
exerciſe the great duty of ſelf government. 
They ſhould keep their wiſhes within the 
bounds of temperance and chaſtity ; conſider 


that ſtation of life as the beſt which providence 


hath appointed; and be mild, gentle, and 
patient. It is on the fide of ſenſual pleaſure 
that the firſt and moſt dangerous attacks will 
be made upon their virtue; for which reaſon 
a double guard ſhould be ſer on that fide. 
And if, through the bleſſing of the Almighty, 
they do actually attain the univerſal modera- 


tion we are ſpeaking of, they will then ſecure 


their true interelt and glory : they will then be 
amiable in the eyes of men, and be regarded 
with approbation by that God who beſtowed 
his temporal bleſſings upon us to be uſed, but 


not to be abuſed ; and who implanted certain 


deſires and affections in our breaſts, not that 
they ſhould have dominion over us, but that 
they ſhould be directed to the purpoſes of wil- 
dom and goodneſs. Once more, 

8. Another of the virtues which, we may 


ſuppoſe, entitled the bleſſed Jeſus to the cha- 
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racter of the text, was his benevolence. A 
quality which ſhone with ſuch amazing luſtre 
in the whole conduct of our Lord, muſt have 
early diſplayed itſelf in his mind. Indeed, it 
was love, ſurprizing love, which animated his 
life from its opening to its concluding period, 
and which ſtill directs his dealings with his 
church and ſervants. The Saviour was, there- 
fore, without doubt, in his younger years, and 
in his private ſtation, remarkable for the ſweet- 
neſs of his diſpoſition, and for the readineſs 
with which he engaged in every humane and 
benevolent action. Though he then moved 
in a leſs extenſive ſphere, his heart burned with 
the ſame flame of kindneſs, generoſity and 
compaſſion which afterwards broke out with 
ſuch aſtoniſhing ardour; and it was his em- 
ployment and delight to do good. This ſeems 
to be intimated in the text, when it is ſaid that 
he increaſed in favour with God and man. For 
God will be particularly pleaſed with the exer- 
ciſe of that temper which hath the neareſt re- 
ſemblance to his moſt diſtinguiſhed and darling 
Attribute; and nothing attracts the eſteem 
and affection of our fellow creatures ſo much 
as humanity and mercy. 

Now, doth not this charming behaviour of 
our Lord afford a noble example of the amiable 
and benevolent diſpoſitions which ſhould be 
poſſeſſed by every youthful mind? All young 
perſons, therefore, ſhould early cultivate the 
tender and ſocial feelings. They ſhould ab- 
hor the leaſt inſtance of cruelty, even to brutes; 
and, with reſpect to men, ſhould entertain 


thoſe 


E 


| thoſe kind, generous, and beneficent ſenti- 


ments, which will inſpire them with univerſal 
candour and charity; make them ſolicitous to 


ſpread happineſs around them, and to pro- 
mote the harmony and union of the world. 
We need not ſtay to prove that the exertions 
of ſuch pleaſing affections will be highly ap- 
plauded by our brethren of human nature, and 
peculiarly agreeable-to our heavenly Father, 
That benevolence demands the veneration, the 
love, the praiſes of our fellow creatures, is 
evident to the ſlighteſt obſervation : and that 
God ſingularly delights in it, is plain from all 
his nature and from all his conduct; from all 
the precepts and motives with relation to it, 
which he hath ſet before us ; precepts and mo- 
tives ſo numerous and ſo ſtrong that it would 
require a great length of time to exhibit them 
in their proper light. | 

Thus we have endeavoured to point out the 
virtues which, we may ſuppoſe, entitled the 
bleſſed Jeſus to the character of the text; and 
which ſhould be poſſeſſed by all young per- 
ſons, in order to their obtaining the ſame 
character. Several inferences might be drawn 
from what has been ſaid, but we ſhail confine 
ourſelves, at preſent, to two. 

1. We may perceive the importance and 
neceſſity of the religious education of youth. 
The virtues we have had occaſion to mention, 
are ſuch as make the poſſeſſors of tliem increaſe 
in favour with God and man. They are vir- 
tues moſt lovely and excellent in themſelves; 


abſolutely neceſſary to deliver us from the 
| D 2 deepeſt 
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bliſs our natures are capable of, both for the 
preſent and the future life. What, there- 
fore, can be more eſſentially momentous than 
to inculcate theſe attainments and graces upon 
young perſons as early as poſſible ? An aſſidu- 
ous care, in this reſpect, may, by the bleſſing 
of the Almighty, preſerve the riſing genera- 
tion from infamy and ruin, and lay a ſolid 
foundation for their temporal and eternal 
felicity. 

If parents, therefore, to whom the forming 
the minds of the next age is conſigned, neglect 
the dear objects committed to their charge, 
their conduct will be inexpreſſibly abſurd, 
inexpreſſibly cruel, and inexpreſſibly wicked. 
Into your hands, O! ye fathers and mothers, 
ye relatives that ſupply their places, ye guar- 
dians and tutors, hath the Almighty put the 
greateſt truſt that can poſſibly be put into the 
hand of man; and he hath appointed, in the 
courſe of his providence, that on your execu- 
tion of this truſt, the knowledge, the piety, 
the goodneſs, the welfare of poſterity, ſhall 
principally depend, What words, then, can 
ſufficiently deſcribe the importance of the duty 
that lies upon you ! All words are entirely un- 
_ to the taſk of deſcribing the importance 
of the duty that lies upon you ! May your at- 


tention to the diſcharge of it, be proportion- 


able to its importance! 

But there are parents, who from their want 
of knowledge and leiſure, and their low ſta- 
tions and circumſtances in life, are 9 

0 
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of giving their offspring a proper education. 
There are parents, whoſe children, if not reſ- 
cued by the hands of benevolence, will be ex- 
poſed to ignorance, vice, and miſery. With 
reſpect then, to ſuch unhappy objects, what 
do reaſon and humanity, patriotiſm and reli- 
gion, call upon -us to perform ? Why reaſon 
and humanity, patriotiſm and religion, call 
upon us to exert our liberality, in communi- 
cating, to the children of ſuch parents, that 
ſacred inſtruction in the principles of piety, 
righteouſneſs, and falvation, which, by the 
divine blefling, may be the means of render- 
ing them ſober and virtuous in private life, 
uſeful members of ſociety, ſincere and humble 
Chriſtians, and heirs of immortality, 

Permit me, -in this view, to recommend to 
your protection the CHariTY School in Gra- 
vel lane, Southwark; the foundation of which 
was laid in 1687, during the reign of that ty- 
rannical and bigoted prince and papiſt, king 
James the ſecond ; when one Poulton, a Jeſuit, 
with the intention, no doubt, of ſpreading the 
errors and corruptions of popery, gave public 
notice that he would inſtruct the children of 
the poor gratis. To counteract ſo inſidious 
and dangerous a deſign, three worthy Chriſ- 
tians, proteſtants, and Gentlemen, Mr. Arthur 
Shallet, Mr. Samuel Warburton, and Mr. 
Ferdinando Holland, laid the foundation of 
the preſent ſchool. The number of ſcholars 
at firſt was only forty, but it now amounts 
to two hundred. The children are inſtructed 
in reading, writing, and arithmetic ; and the 

| girls 
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irls are taught to few and knit. Beſides the 
inſtruction which they all receive, they are 
provided with Spelling books, Writing and 
Cyphering books, without any expence to their 
arents. The patrons of this charity, who 
ave no view but tothe common good, admit 
children without diſtinctions of party: and as 
the ſchool is ſituated in one of the pooreſt 
parts of the town, amidſt watermen, fiſher- 
men, and other labouring people, it is ſingu- 
larly uſeful on that account. | 
The expences of the inſtitution, which is 
the firſt of the kind wherein the proteſtant dif- 
ſenters were concerned, have been defrayed by 
the gifts and ſubſcriptions of private perſons, 
by an annual collection in this place, and by 
the kind remembrances of the well diſpoſed 

in their laſt wills. | 
The ſhort ſtate of the ſchool now laid be- 
fore you, is ſufficient, without any farther ar- 
guments, to recommend it to your affectionate 
and liberal regard. You will not permit the 
firſt valuable deſign of the kind, in which our 
pious anceſtors were engaged, juſt when they 
were nearly emerging out of a ſtate of per- 
ſecution, to die, or even to decreaſe in 
your hands. You will not fail to ſhew the 
candour and enlargedneſs of your minds, by 
patronizing a charity, which, overlooking the 
religious differences amongſt proteſtants, hath 
in view the general welfare of the commu- 
nity. You will never permit ſo important 
and extenſive an object, as that of training 
up, in a continual ſucceſſion, two hundred 
| neceſ» 
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neceſſitous children, in the Chriſtian prin- 
ciples, temper, and practices, in the graces 
and virtues which will cauſe them, as they in- 
creaſe in ſtature, to increaſe in favour with 


God and man You will never permit ſuch 
an object to plead with you for encourage- 
ment in vain, Neither will you, I am 
ſure, forget that the original purpoſe of 
the inſtitution, in oppoſing the prevalence 
of the enormities and tyranny of the church 
of Rome, demands your moſt zealous at- 
tention. An alarm, with regard to. the in- 
creaſe of popery amongſt us, hath lately gone 
abroad : how juſtly, I do not purpoſe here to 
enquire. But of this I am certain, that popery, 
in itſelf conſidered, whatever may be thought 
of fome of its profeſſors, is ſo abſurd, ſo ſu- 
perſtitious, ſo 1dolatrous, ſo wicked, and ſo 
cruel a ſyſtem, that we cannot be too much 
upon our guard againſt it; and that we ought 
to withſtand the progreſs of it by every wiſe, 
rational, and Chriſtian method. Now, I 
know of no method more effectual to the at- 
tainment of ſo valuable an end, than the early 
introduction of young minds to an acquain- 
tance with the holy ſcriptures. The holy 
ſcriptures, ſeriouſſy and diligently peruſed, 
will be an eternal bar to the admiſſion of the 
doctrines and practices, the ſpirit and the 
claims, of the church of Rome. In this re- 
ſpect, as well as in others, the word of God 
will be a light to our feet, and a lamp to our 
paths. | 

Beſides theſe important arguments in favour 
of the preſent Charity, ariſing from the ſtate 


of 
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of it which hath been laid before you, it comes 
recommended by many other powerful and af- 
fecting conſiderations. But I. ſhall not now 
inſiſt upon them, becauſe they have often 
been repeated ; and becauſe the few worthy 
rſons who give us their attendance on 
occaſions of this kind, appear among us with 
hearts which have already deviſed liberal 
things. I ſhall therefore conchude the diſcourſe 
with obſerving, | 
Secondly, that we ſhould be ſolicitous to 
imitate the character which is given of Jeſus 
in the text. This is an exhortation that may, 
with propriety, be addreſſed to perſons of all 
ages and ſtations. There is not one of the 
virtues we have ſpecified, excepting that of 
ſubjection to parents, but what we may each 
of us juſtly be called upon to tranſcribe into 
our own tempers, and to maintain 1n our 
own conduct. Are not the youthful and the 
aged alike obliged to have a regard to their 
Maker in the whole of their deportment, to 
cultivate valuable knowledge, and to live in 
the exerciſe of diligence, humility, integrity, 
moderation, and benevolence? _ 
But I would particularly urge it upon young 
rſons, that they ſhould endeavour to excel 
in theſe divine attainments. Ye have heard 
what the virtues were, which adorned the 
opening ſcene of the Redeemer, when he 
dwelt upon earth. Ye muſt have refle&ed 
that they are virtues in themſelves moſt ex- 
cellent and becoming. Ye have ſeen what a 
happy tendency they have to make you in- 
creaſe 
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e elegance ;, and there is nothing blamea- 
in a decent regard to the dreſs of the 
body. But ſhould not the dreſs of the mind 
aim your firſt and principal attention? That 
che point which ſhould never be forgotten, 
F ye have any concern for your real orna- 
ment, your real glory, and your real felicity. 
he induced, therefore, to put on the Lord Jeſus 
= Chriſt; to put on the graces of his character, 
s the cloathing the moſt eſſentially neceſſary, 
nnd the moſt truly amiable. And, that ye 
may advance to higher and higher im- 
provements, look up to the Almighty with 
Learneſt ſupplications, that, by his divine aid, 
ye may be transformed more and more after 
the image of the Saviour. 

1 ſhall add a few words to the children of 
the charity. 

| Ye, my young friends, are very happy in 
being put to ſchool. Ye might have been 
Wicked and miſerable, without being able to 
read and write; and without having any 
Teſtaments or Bibles, Ye might have been 
brought up in curſing and ſwearing, inſtead 
of praying to God for kis bleſſing, and 
Praiſing him for his mercies. Ye might have 
been hated by good men, and ſent, at laſt, 
do hell. But now ye are taught to read, and 
Vrite, and cypher; and are bidden to ſerve 
*3 God, 
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Rin favour with God and man. Can 
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Bod, day and iht. Be careful, then, — By 
mind the directions that are given you. L 
and fear God; keep his commandments; —t Ao 
always pray to him, when ye get up, 9 . 
when ye go to bed. Never forget going Wl 
church or meeting, on a Sunday, Do nat 
neglect your books; obey your maſter and 
miſtreſs; and be thankful to the 19 E 
and ladies who pay for your teaching. Be 
modeſt and humble. Never tell a lie, upon 
any account. Be not quarrelſome or fretfuſ 
but always good-natured to one another; 1 
Thus will ye grow in favour with God and 
man, and enceurage your friends to conti 
nue their kindneſs to you, and to others 
after you. 1 
And now, O! thou moſt gracious Parent = 
of the univerſe, grant that theſe children 
may prove ſuch valuable members f 
ſociety, and ſuch ſincere Chriſtians and Pro 
teſtants, that the charity which inſtructs them 
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pious principles upon which it is founded, and 'Y 4 
fo long as human miſery ſhall call for human! 2 
* compaſſion and aſſiſtance. Amen. | 
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